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WORLD  CATTLE  NUMBERS  IN  1951  AND  1952 

World  cattle  numbers  at  the  beginning  of  1952  are  estimated  at  a 
record  level  of  821  million  head  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural 
Relations.    This  represents  a  moderate  increase  over  the  revised  estimate 
of  808  million  head  for  the  beginning  of  1951  and  is  appreciably  above  the 
1956-40  average  of  743  million  head.    Some  increase  in  world  cattle  numbers 
is  in  prospect  during  1952;  however,  the  pressure  of  cattle  inventories  on 
feed  and  forage  resources  in  many  important  cattle  countries  may  restrict 
much  further  expansion  of  herds. 

Increases  in  cattle  numbers  from  1951  were  reported  in  North  America, 
Europe,  and  Asia,  while  slight  decreases  occurred  in  South  America  and 
Oceania.    The  tightening  feed  and  forage  situation  and  the  severe  outbreaks 
of  foot-and-mouth  disease  which  occurred  in  many  of  the  European  countries 
during  the  later  half  of  1951  limited  expansion.    These  increases  were 
largely  accounted  for  by  favorable  feed  and  forage  conditions  and  the 
continuing  strong  demand  for  beef.    In  Argentina,  cattle  numbers  continued 
to  decline  from  the  peak  of  1948  as  the  result  of  several  years  of  severe 
droughts  and  relatively  unfavorable  prices  for  beef.    Cattle  numbers  in 
Australia  suffered  some  decline  in  late  1951  due  to  losses  from  drought  and 
bush  fires.     Cattle  numbers  in  the  Balkan  countries  and  the  Soviet  Union 
were  estimated  to  have  increased  slightly  during  1951. 
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1/  Preliminary 

Cattle  Situation  in  Selected  Countries 
North  America 

The  83. 1  million  cattle  and  calves  reported  on  farms  and  ranches  in 
the  United  States  on  January  1,  1952  were  7  percent  more  than  a  year  earlier 
and  a  new  high,  2-|  million  above  the  previous  record  of  1945.    The  number 
has  increased  each  year  since  1949  but  the  gain  in  1951  was  the  largest 
increase  ever  registered  in  a  single  year.    The  recent  expansion  in  cattle 
numbers  is  largely  restricted  to  the  beef  olasses.     The  number  of  milk  cows 
has  decreased  each  year  since  1945  even  though  the  total  number  of  milk 
animals  has  increased  each  year  since  1949.    With  dairy  cows  down  4.4 
million  head  and  beef  cows  up  4.2  million  head  since  1945,  it  is  evident 
that  there  has  been  a  very  substantial  shift  from  dairying  to  beef  production. 
The  expansion  in  beef  cattle  numbers  resulted  from  strong  demand  and  favor- 
able prices;  from  shifts  out  of  cash  crops  in  some  areas  in  the  South;  and 
from  improvements  in  forage  production  in  many  areas.    Moreover,  the  expansion 
resur.es  a  long-run  uptrend  in  cattle  numbers  that  has  been  made  possible  to 
a  large  extent  by  the  decline  in  numbers  of  workstock  on  farms  which  has 
released  considerable  amounts  of  feed  and  pasture  for  use  by  other  livestock. 
From  1942  through  1949  declining  numbers  of  sheep  also  increased  the  feed 
and  pasture  available  to  cattle. 

The  number  of  cattle  on  farms  in  Canada  on  December  1,  1951  was 
estimated  at  9  million  or  8  percent  above  that  of  a  year  earlier.  This 
increase  has  resulted  from  strong  demand  and  favorable  prices  for  beef  and 
to  the  currently  large  supplies  of  feed  grains.    Exports  of  live  cattle  to 
the  United  States  during  1951  were  50  percent  below  those  of  1950  (see 
following  table).    This  reduction  in  cattle  exports  to  the  United  States 
was  due  to  the  price  structure,  considering  tariff,  freight  and  currency 
exchange  adjustments  for  exports,  being  relatively  the  same  in  both 
countries.    For  the  first  time  in  many  years,  cattle  and  beef  were  imported 
from  the  United  States.    During  the  last  few  days  of  December  and  the  first 
10  days  of  January  1951-52,  a  total  of  about  1,315  head  of  live  cattle  and 
950,000  pounds  of  dressed  beef  moved  into  Eastern  Canada  from  the  United 
States . 


CANADA:    Exports  of  cattle  to  the  United  States,  1950  and 
1951,  preliminary 
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•"-n  Mexico ,  oat  tie  numbers  are  estimated  to  be  increasing.  Recovery 
from  foot-and-mouth  disease ,' general  national  economic  expansion  resulting 
in  a  growing  demand  for  meat,  improve  marketing  and  transportation 
facilities,  and  improve  animal  husbandry  practices  have  contributed  to  the 
increase  in  livestock  numbers.    The  outbreak  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  in 
August  1951  in  the  State  of  Veracruz  was  the  first  outbreak  since  December 
1950  and  was  promptly  brought  under  control.    Barring  further  outbreaks  of 
the  disease  and  if  present  favorable  conditions  continue,  Mexico  will  be 
declared  free  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  for  the  first  time  in  almost  five 
years  and  the  United  States  border  may  be  opened  to  exports  of  live  cattle 
from  Mexico  on  September  1,  1952,    However,  there  has  been  developed  a 
sizeable  meat  packing  industry  in  Mexico  and  the  cattle  rancb.es  have 
changed  from  selling  feeder  cattle  for  export  to  selling  2  to  3  year  old 
grass  fa  ttened  cattle  to  the  packing  plants.    Thus,  it  is  believed  that  live 
cattle  exports  to  the  United  States  will  be  less  the  approximately  400,000 
head  shipped  annually  during  1941-42  through  19.45-4G, 

In  Cuba  cattle  numbers  on  January  1,  1952  were ' estimated  to  be  about 
2  percent  below  those  of  a  year  earlier.     Cattlemen,  discouraged  by  the 
Cuban  Government T s' refusal  to  raise  the  ceiling  price  on  live  cattle  from 
12  cents  per  pound,  have  shown  less  interest' in  beef  cattle  production,  and, 
in  some  cases,  have  turned  to  more  profitable  enterprises. 

South  America 

Argentine  cattle  numbers  continued  the  down  trend  from  the  peak  of  1948 
and  at  the  beginning  of  1952  were  estimated  at  about  1  percent  less  than 
for  a  year  earlier.    This  decline  over  the  past  few  years  had  been  largely 
due  to  severe  droughts  and  to  governmental  price  policies  which,  have  tended 
to  make  agriculture  generally  less  profitable  than  in  former  years.    At  the 
beginning  of  1952  pastures  were  generally  fair  except  in  the  southern  part 
of  Buenos  Aires  province  where  they  were  rather  dry. 

Cattle  numbers  in  Brazil  are  estimated  to  have  increased  nearly  14- 
percent  during  the  last  few  years  from  the  level  of  46  million  head  during 
1947-49,    Generally  good  pasture ' conditions  during  the  last  few  years, 
despite  occasional  droughts,  and  increasing  demand  in  the  domestic  market 
have  been  the  major  factors  in  the  increases  of  cattle. 

Cattle  numbers  in  Uruguay  at  the  end  of  1951  were  estimated  at 
approximately  8  million  head  or  slightly  below  the  8.2  million  reported  in 
the  May  1951  census.    This  decrease  is  due  to  a  continued  high  rate  of 
slaughter  and  a  reduction  of  cattle  numbers  in  favor  of  increased  sheep 
numbers.    It  is  expeoted  that  the  trend  to  sheep  ranching  at  the  expense 
of  cattle  ranching  will  be  slowed  in  1952  due  to  lower  wool  prices  and  that 
cattle  numbers  may  show  a  slight  increase. 
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Europe  ■ 

In  the  United  Kingdom  cattle  numbers  in  Juno  1351  wore  down  147,000 
head  from  one  year  earlier.    In  September  1951  cattle  numbers  were  down 
seasonally  slightly  more  than  usual.    All  of  this  decline  was  in  dairy 
cattle  (which  account  for  about  43  percent  of  the  total  cattle)  since 
numbers  of  other  cattle  increased  by  a  few  thousand  head.     The  lower 
number  of  dairy  animals  is  attributed  to  the  relatively  smell  increase 
of  milk  prices  compared  with  the  increase  of  meat  animal  prices  at  the 
February  1951  price  review.    It  is  expected  that  the  number  of  dairy 
cattle  will  remain  unchanged  or  even  decline  slightly  during  1952  unless 
price  relationships  change. 

In  Ireland  total  cattle  numbers  on  June  1,  1951  wore  slightly  above 
those  of  a  year  earlier.    This  increase  reflected  a  7  percent  increase 'in 
numbers  of  2  and  3  year  old  beef  cattle  since  the  numbers  of  milk  cows, 
heifers  in  calf,  bulls,  and  calves  all  were  less  than  for  the  1950  census. 
Prospects  for  any  further  increase  in  cattle  numbers  will  depend  upon  the 
existence  of  suitable  markets  for  cattle,  meat  and  dairy  products.  The 
renewal  and  revision  of  the  contract  with  the  United  Kingdom  and  expansion 
of  the  beef  trade  with  the  United  States  will  be  major  factors  in  this 
marketing- problem. 

In  Denmark  cattle  numbers  on  December  31,  1951  were  reported  at  1.5 
percent  below  those  of  one  year  earlier.    This  reduction  in  numbers  may  be 
attributed  to  the  extraordinary  increase  in  the  normal  seasonal  rise  in 
sale  of  cattle  for  slaughter.    This  increase  in  slaughter  is  due  to  the 
severe  outbreak  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  which  by  December  20,  1951  had 
attacked  17,935  nerds  or  8.6  percent  of  the  Danish  farms. 

In  Norway  cattle  numbers  as  of  June  20,  1951  were  reported  to  be 
slightly  less  than  for. one  year  earlier.    It  is  probable  that  numbers  have 
decreased  further  during  the  1951-52  production  year  as  a  result  of  the 
heavy  forced  marketing  of  cattle  during  the  last  months  of  1951  and  the 
early  months  of  1952,    The  forced  marketing  was  due  to  the  feed  shortage 
caused  by  the  short  hay  crop  in  1951.    Since  the  heavy  outbreaks  of  foot- 
and-mouth  disease  in  Denmark,  the  country  from  which  Norway  has  occasionally 
received  small  supplies  of  meat,  there  have  been  no  imports  of  meat  or 
cattle  into  Norway,    During  December  1951  and  January  1952,  foot-and-mouth 
disease  was  reported  in  4  herds  near  the  southern  border  of  Nor/Jay. 
Stringent  measures  were  taken  to  control  these  outbreaks  and  as  of  February  18 
1952  no  new  outbreaks  have  been  reported. 

In  Belgium  cattle  numbers  on  January  1,  1952  were  more  than  3  percent 
above  those  of  a  year  earlier.    Some  of  the.  increase  was  duo  to  higher 
prices  and  the  expectation  of  further  price  increases  which  caused  farmers 
to  save  more  cattle  than  usual.    Good  pastures  throughout  the  year  also 
encouraged  increased  cattle  numbers.    Feed  prospects  for  the  remainder  of 
1952  appear  good  since  supplies  of  feed  and  forage  crops  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  were  adequate. 
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In  France  cattle  numbers  on  October  1,  1951  were  reported  to  be  2  per- 
cent more  than  for  a  year  earlier.     There  were  slightly  less  bulls,  draft 
oxen  and  steers  over  2  years  old  but  the  number  of  cows  and  young  stock 
showed  an  increase  of  2  to  4  percent.    The  number  of  mill:  cows  increased 
from  5.6  million  to  5.8  million  head  during  the  year  ending  October  1,  1951. 
This  increase  in  cattle  numbers  is  attributed  to  the  higher  prices  during 
1951  for  livestock  and  meat  and  to  the  ample  feed  supplies.    The  incidence 
of  foot-and-mouth  disease  is  high  in  France  and  as  of  February  1952  was  still 
increasing. 

In  Western  Germany  cattle  numbers  in  December  1951  were  slightly  above 
a  year  earlier  with  the  main  increase  being  in  calves  and  young  female  stock. 
During  1951  pasture  conditions  and  roughage  supplies  were  excellent  but 
feed  grains  were  in  short  supply  and  are  expected  to  remain  scarce  during 
coming  months.    A  severe  epidemic  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  broke  out  in 
late  July  of  1951  and  reached  a  peak  in  November.    By  the  end  of  the  year 
about  10  percent  of  all  cattle  farms  had  been  infected.     Considerable  progress 
has  been  reported  in  the  tuberculosis  eradication  and  artificial  insemination 
programs. 

In  Australia  cattle  numbers  in  March  1952  were  estimated  to  be  2  percent 
below  those  of  one  year  earlier.    It  is  expected  that  there  will  be  a  further 
decline  during  1952  due  to  the  very  heavy  losses  in  cattle  and  the  pro- 
spective calf  crop  as  a  result  of  the  disastrous  drought  and  bush  fires 
during  the  1951-52  season. 

In  New  Zealand  cattle  numbers  are  believed  to  have  increased  during 
1951  due  to  the  exceptionally  good  grazing  conditions  throughout  the  year 
except  during  the  June-August  winter  months.    Pastures  have  been  reported 
to  be  in  fair  to  good  condition  in  the  early  months  of  1952  and  it  is 
expected  that  cattle  numbers  will  show  a  further  increase  during  the  year. 

In  the  Union  of  South  Africa  cattle  numbers  continued  to  decline  due 
to  relatively  low  prices  to  producers  and  to  heavy  marketings  in  late 
December  as  a  result  of  the  prolonged  drought.    The  government  controlled 
price  for  beef  was  increased  in  late  1951  and  it  is  expected  that  the 
downward  trend  in  cattle  numbers  will  be  halted. 

This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agricultural 
production  approved  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  Committee 
on  Foreign  Crop  and  Livestock  Statistics.    It  is  based  in  part  upon  U.  S. 
Foreign  Service  reports. 
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